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Partnership for Children is dedicated to the long-term goal of
making Greater Kansas City a great place to raise children.
We continue to work toward that objective by bringing our

metropolitan area together to accomplish the 2010 community
goals for children and youth, which are outlined in Partnership

for Children's annual Report Card.  Through the work in our core
business areas, and through the use of valuable tools such as

the educational Standards Guides and our advocacy and
public policy work, we are creating agents of change who will

lead our community toward achieving these high expectations.

Our Belief
Children are the
conscience of a
community and the care
a community expresses
for a child becomes the
simplest and most
meaningful measure of
that community's regard
for itself.

Mission
Statement
To work collaboratively to
build a community where
all children and youth in
Greater Kansas City can
thrive, by using
education, advocacy,
assessment and
monitoring to create
broad-based awareness,
secure demonstrable
commitment and
achieve measurable
actions.

Preface
Partnership for Children
issued its first Report Card
on the Status of Greater
Kansas City's Children &
Youth in September 1992.
Annually, this document
summarizes the status of
children and youth in the
metro area and
encourages actions to
improve children's lives.
The Report Card focuses
on the whole child, rather
than just one element of
a child's life.  It
emphasizes measurable
progress, not merely
efforts made.  The Report
Card is based on the
belief that thoughtfully
conceived actions by a
motivated citizenry will
result in healthier children
and families.  

introduction
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This issue marks the 12th
annual publication of

Partnership for Children's
Report Card on the Status
of Greater Kansas City's
Children & Youth. Each

year since 1992,
Partnership for Children

(PFC) has reported to the
community about the
well-being of children
and youth in Greater

Kansas City. In addition to
producing this Report

Card, PFC has had one of
the most dynamic years

in our history.  We have a
new 15-member Policy

Board, which is
committed to helping our

community find the
resources it needs to

improve the lives of our
children and youth.  The

new board will be
assisted by PFC's

Community Council, a
larger body of community

and business leaders
dedicated to our mission

of making Greater Kansas
City a place where all

children and youth can
thrive.

In the past year, PFC has been deeply involved in a
number of critical issues and activities focused around
our core business areas:

Advocacy and Public Policy: PFC continues to play a leading
role in advocacy and public policy work on behalf of children
and youth in Greater Kansas City. Through direct advocacy, and
the use of vehicles such as the Report Card, the #1 Question
Campaign, the 5 Promises Checklist, the Promise Station, an
interactive web-site, the E-News publication, and a database-
driven Legislative Alert Network, PFC significantly raises the
visibility of issues concerning children and youth in the actions of
individual citizens, the policies of local businesses, organizations
and public institutions, and in the public policy debates at the
local, state and national level.  PFC will continue to conduct
training courses on "Understanding and Impacting the Public
Policy Process" and "Understanding and Impacting the Federal
and State Budget Process" for non-profit organizations in the
Kansas City metropolitan area. These training courses assist
organizations and individuals in doing grassroots advocacy work
on behalf of children and youth.

Research and Analysis: PFC functions as a provider and catalyst
for research and analysis on issues affecting children and youth in
Greater Kansas City in the areas of health, safety and security,
early childhood and K-12 education, and teen years. This
research serves both to engage more voices in the quest for
solutions, and to develop and advance a common agenda for
action on behalf of children and youth. With ongoing research
and analysis, PFC continues to refine and improve the content
and utility of the Report Card on the Status of Greater Kansas
City's Children and Youth, in
order to make sure that it
accurately reflects the state of
children and youth, and the
progress toward accomplishing
the 2010 Goals established by
the community. In addition,

PFC publishes special reports,
Voices for Children, on
benchmark issues where
significant improvement is
needed. In 2003, PFC continued
to solidify its position as the lead
organization in the metro area
for information and resources on

report
to the
community
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children and youth issues by
assuming a leadership role in
conducting the highly
respected Kauffman Teen
Survey. 

Community Education and
Collaboration: A primary focus
of PFC's work will continue to
be our campaign to improve
parental involvement in
education.  Through the use of
educational Standards Guides,
School Performance Reports
and training opportunities, PFC
will work to get more parents,
particularly in the Kansas City,
Missouri and Kansas City,
Kansas school districts, involved
in their children's education.
PFC will continue to broadly
distribute both tools throughout
the community, and train
facilitators to work directly with
parents to improve their ability
to work with their child, their
child's teacher and school.
PFC will also continue to carry
out its much-needed role in the
Greater Kansas City
community as a convener and
facilitator, in order to foster
collaboration and coordination
of efforts and resources among
agencies, and to mobilize

greater attention and action
from citizens on behalf of
children and youth. 

Advancing the Five Promises:
Kansas City's Promise has
provided six years of national
leadership in the America's
Promise movement since its
founding by General Colin
Powell.  PFC assumed the
governance and leadership of
Kansas City's Promise in
October 2001, providing the
long-term infrastructure
necessary to help children and
youth receive essential
resources.  Kansas City's
Promise is leading the nation in
the breadth and depth of local
commitments secured in
support of activities that
benefit children and youth.  In
2003, former President George
H.W. Bush presented Kansas
City's Promise with the first
President's Promise of America
Community Award.  The award
recognized Kansas City's
Promise for its initiative and
leadership in helping provide
the Five Promises to thousands
of children and youth in the
metropolitan area.  In 2004,
Kansas City's Promise is working
on developing Neighborhoods
of Promise where caring adults
can connect children to
resources that allow them to
become successful members
of society.    
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students in areas such as the
Missouri Assessment Program
(MAP) tests, high school
completion and dropout rates,
and college entrance exam
scores. It also provides
comparisons to other schools in
the district and across the
state.  In 2003, PFC mailed a
copy of the School
Performance Report for their
child's school to every parent
with a child in a public or
charter school in the Kansas
City, Missouri School District.
PFC is also conducting training
programs to assist with
understanding the
performance information
contained within these reports
and how the information can
be most effectively used.

report
to the
community

Campaign to Increase
Parental Involvement in
Education

Beginning in 2001, PFC
intensified its efforts to work
with the community to improve
the quality of primary and
secondary education in the
metro area, focusing on the
two largest urban school
districts in Kansas City, Missouri
and Kansas City, Kansas.

The Parental Involvement
program includes recruiting
and developing trainers from
schools, businesses, faith
communities and community-
based organizations, who work
directly with parents to help
them use Standards Guides to
assist in their child's education,
and to advance reform efforts
at the school and district levels.
The Standards Guides,
produced through the
collaborative efforts of the
Kauffman Foundation, the two
school districts, the respective
state departments of
education, and KSA-Plus

Communications, help parents
to understand what their
children should know and be
able to do at each grade level
K-8, and by the end of high
school. They also provide
specific tips for parents on how
to help their child learn, and
advice on interacting with their
child's teacher and school. The
volunteer trainers work directly
with parents at schools
throughout the two districts,
and PFC works with teachers
and principals on how to
encourage parental
involvement in their schools. As
a part of this training, parents
are also provided information
on how to help their child
succeed through the use of
the 5 Promises Checklist. 

PFC also distributes federal and
state mandated School
Performance Reports for the
Kansas City, Missouri School
District to parents and the
community. These reports,
which are produced annually,
measure how each individual
school is doing in improving the
academic performance of its

Over the past year, and going into 2004 and
2005, PFC will be concentrating on two key
initiatives:
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In 2003, PFC also began the
EPIC (Empowering Parents in
the Classroom) program to
work intensively with 20
elementary, middle and high
schools in the Kansas City,
Missouri School District to help
them improve and build on
their efforts to get more of their
parents involved in their
children's educations.

Network of Opportunity for
Children and Youth

Research has shown that high
quality early learning,
afterschool and youth
development programs for
children and youth can
improve school attendance
and academic performance,
reduce disciplinary problems,
and enhance children's social
and emotional development. 

PFC, in its role as a convener, is
providing leadership for the
Network of Opportunity, which
has two major components: 1)
a public education campaign
and the advancement of

public policy to support early
learning, afterschool and youth
development, and 2) the
procurement of resources to
improve the infrastructure of
new and existing early
learning, afterschool and youth
development programs.  The
long-term objective is to
demonstrate to the tax-paying
public that quality early
learning, afterschool and youth
development programs
contribute to the public good,
are valuable investments and
are worthy of sustainable
funding.

A primary goal of the public
education and public policy
campaign is to educate the
public on the value of early
learning, afterschool and youth
development programs and
build public will to adopt
positive policies and dedicate
sustained public funding for
these programs. This funding
will be used to improve and/or
increase the capacity of
current early learning,
afterschool and youth
development providers
through the provision of
additional resources and
technical assistance. This
assistance will allow providers
to bring their programs up to
quality standards, and to
expand their capacity to serve
more children and youth.

Research has
shown that high

quality early
learning,

afterschool and
youth development

programs for
children and youth

can improve
school attendance

and academic
performance...
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