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MISSOURI SENATE ACTION ON CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE

The president of Kansas City’s Partnership for Children today expressed disappointment in the outcome of the Missouri Senate debate over the state social services budget.

Charron Townsend, the organization’s president, pointed to lawmakers’ omission of Gov. Jay Nixon’s proposal to enroll 27,000 more children in the State Children’s Health Insurance Program. The House previously had eliminated the governor’s proposal from the budget for the next fiscal year, which begins July 1.

“Children without health coverage are less likely to see a doctor when sick, or to get preventive care to keep conditions such as asthma under control,” Townsend said. 
”They are more likely to miss school, and their parents often lose time at work so they can stay home and care for them.” 

The children’s insurance program largely is federally funded, and lawmakers’ action in effect sends Missouri’s share of federal health-care dollars to other states, Townsend said.

Partnership for Children backed an unsuccessful attempt by Sen. Jeff Smith, St. Louis Democrat, to restore $5.9 million to the proposed budget to cover an additional 16,000 children.

About 137,000 Missouri children are not covered by health insurance.

Townsend praised passage of the governor’s plan to insure an additional 35,000 Missouri parents, but said the deletion of the coverage to help more children is troubling.

Partnership for Children is a Kansas City-based nonprofit organization dedicated to improving life for children and youth. 
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