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PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN: 

PRAISE FOR SMALL VICTORIES IN A SESSION OF BIG DISAPPOINTMENTS

Kansas City’s Partnership for Children today assessed the outcome of Missouri’s legislative session as “small victories in a session of big disappointments” for children.

“After an election year filled with campaign rhetoric about helping Missouri’s children, it appears that most promises went unfulfilled,” Charron Townsend, president of Partnership for Children said of the legislative session, which ended Friday. “The results for children could be summed up as small victories in a session of big disappointments.”

Particularly troubling was the failure of proposals to expand health-care coverage to 27,000 uninsured children and to insure an additional 35,000 low-income parents, as well as legislation to improve the quality of child-care programs through a voluntary rating system, Townsend said. 
The proposed Quality Rating System would help parents assess the quality of care and education their children are getting. Financial incentives would help programs to improve. Partnership for Children has endorsed this proposal for three years, and this year gains were made: the House approved the legislation for the first time. 

However, it later was defeated as part of legislative wrangling over a massive education bill.

Townsend said the House vote for the legislation should encourage children’s advocates to try again next year.

“Research shows that high-quality early education programs pay off for children when they start school and throughout their lives,” she said. “The investment also pays off for the state because it saves later costs in remedial classes and social services.”

A major victory this year was hard-fought legislative approval to spend $42 million in federal stimulus dollars over the next two years to help low-income, working parents afford child care.

 “During these tough economic times, it is important to enact policies that help people to hold down jobs and continue to provide for their families,” Townsend said. “The state’s use of federal funds to pay for child-care expenses helps keep parents working and their children in safe, educational environments.” Townsend said.

 Other successes for children and youth:
     *A “Foster Care Education Bill of Rights” that plugs the gaps that often occur in foster children’s education due to delays in transfer of pupil records to schools where they are newly enrolled. 

     *A $1.6 million increase in the state’s allowance to foster parents so they can purchase clothing and diapers for the abused and neglected children in their care.

     *A state council to coordinate education from pre-kindergarten through college.

     *A fund to support drop-out prevention efforts in school districts.

     *Stronger physical education requirements to improve health outcomes and combat childhood obesity.

      *A Child Witness Protection Act to help children who must testify in judicial proceedings.

Townsend said the 2009 session particularly was “disappointing for children’s health care, but we are confident that Governor Nixon will do what he can to reach out to families with children who are eligible but not yet enrolled in the state’s children’s insurance plan.”

“Given the financial climate in the state and country, we do feel fortunate that programs for children and families largely escaped cuts in their budgets and that lawmakers were able to fund some priority projects in a couple of areas,” Townsend said.

Partnership for Children is a Kansas City-based nonprofit organization dedicated to improving life for children and youth.       
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