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MISSOURI BUDGET FAILS CHILDREN AND PARENTS ON HEALTH CARE
Missouri lawmakers finally made the right decision to use federal stimulus dollars to help Missourians with child care and foster care expenses, Kansas City’s Partnership for Children president says.

But Charron Townsend says legislators acted irresponsibly in turning down improvements to health-care coverage for low-income children and parents. The budget for next fiscal year was sent to the governor on Thursday.

“Lawmakers did a disservice to hard-working Missouri families by deleting Gov. Jay Nixon’s proposals to expand Medicaid eligibility to 35,000 low-income parents and to bring 27,000 children into the state’s Children’s Health Insurance Program,” Townsend said. “Most of these parents are employed, and many hold down more than one job, but they either cannot afford or their employers do not offer health insurance.”

Townsend praised decisions that help children on two fronts: the appropriation of $42 million of federal stimulus dollars for child care over the next two years and the increase of $1.6 million to improve the clothing and diaper allowance to families who foster abused and neglected children.

However, Townsend said omitting the additional health-care coverage from the budget is a shortsighted move that only increases costs to employers later. 

Workers who are without health insurance are more likely to miss days at work because of illness, Townsend said, and children who are sick are more likely to be home from school, affecting not only their education but also their parents’ ability to go to work.

Further, Townsend said, in denying parents coverage, lawmakers have made it more difficult for children to get the preventive care that keep them well.

“Children are more likely to be enrolled in health-care coverage if their parents are covered,” she said. “They are more likely to see a doctor to get their immunizations and checkups.” 

Nixon’s plan for parents would have required no extra money from the state, but would have used funding from hospitals and the federal government. The governor has said it would have pumped $145 million into the state’s economy without cost to taxpayers. 

                                                                                                                                                      

Partnership for Children is a Kansas City-based nonprofit organization dedicated to improving life for children and youth. 
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