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Do you know what
your second grader is

learning in school?

◗Praise, praise, praise your child for hard work at
school. You can’t say often enough how much you
value education. Your child will listen.

◗Keep your home stocked with books, magazines and
newspapers your child is interested in reading. These
materials can be found at your library. Read along.

◗Ask your child to write. Diaries, journals, letters and
e-mails help your child sharpen writing skills.

◗Put limits on watching television. When your 
child watches, watch together and talk about 
what you see.

◗Encourage your child to use computers — at home,
at school or at the library.

◗Give your child a regular, quiet place to do home-
work. Don’t let anyone invade the time and space
your child sets aside for homework.

◗Make sure you know your child’s teachers and princi-
pal — and they know you. Ask how your child is being
prepared to meet high standards.

◗Keep track of what’s happening at your child’s
school. Watch for test dates, parent-teacher confer-
ences and celebrations.

◗Don’t wait for report cards and scheduled parent-
teacher conferences to find out how your child is
doing. Ask about what he or she is learning. Help
with homework. Visit the classroom. Learn how you
can help in your child’s school or the PTA. Get
involved!

How can you help your child
reach high standards today
and every day?
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Families and teachers working together to help children meet high standards

Kansas City, Missouri, School District
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e have high hopes for our children. We want them
to get a good education. We want them to gradu-

ate with the skills and knowledge they need to get a
career or go to college. We want them to grow into 
loving, responsible adults. 

Knowing what your child is learning in school is the first
step. This guide spells out what your child should know
and be able to do in reading and writing (language arts),
math, science, and social studies.

These goals, called standards, make sure teachers hold all
students to the same high expectations, no matter what
school they attend. Standards help families and teachers

know when students need extra help — and when
they are not challenged enough.

Inside, you’ll find helpful tips, books your
child should read and more information
on where to turn for support.

Hang this guide in your home. Contact
your child’s teachers to discuss it. Ask what

your child is learning in class, learn what it
takes to meet high expectations and find out

how you can help. The suggestions in this guide
can get you started.

Still curious?
A complete listing of Kansas City public
schools’ academic standards is not possible
in the space available here. For a complete
list of the standards in language arts, math,
science and social studies, check out www.
kcmsd.k12.mo.us/curriculum/designer/
index.htm on the Web or contact the
Curriculum and Instruction Department at
(816) 418-7555.
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What to ask
Ask your child’s teachers or principal:

◗ What is my child expected to learn in
school this year?

◗ How will those skills and that knowledge
help him or her in the future — in school
and beyond?

◗ How is my child being evaluated?

◗ What can I do to support my child’s
progress?



Math

For example,
by the end of second grade, 
your child should be able to:

◗ Compare a story to a personal experi-
ence, such as going to school or seeing
animals on a farm.

◗ Write in complete and grammatically
correct sentences.

◗ Know that people around the world —
and nearby — speak languages other
than English.

◗ Describe some of the specific features 
of poems, folk tales and true stories.

◗ Read many words on sight, without
needing to sound them out.

◗ Correctly spell common words, such 
as before, around and because.

◗ Organize his or her writing so it has 
a beginning, middle and end.

For example,
by the end of second grade,
your child should be able to:

◗ Use a pencil and paper to add and
subtract up to 100.

◗ Predict the next number in a number
pattern. Example: Predict that the next
number in the pattern 3, 6, 9, 12 is 15.

◗ Add up a handful of loose change.

◗ Draw lines through shapes to show frac-
tions such as halves, thirds and quarters.

◗ Tell the difference between two-
dimensional shapes, such as circles 
and squares, and three-dimensional
shapes, such as globes and cubes.

◗ Draw a bar graph showing different
amounts, such as the heights of family
members.

◗ Point to things, such as most
chairs and lamps, that are sym-
metrical — shaped the same
on the right and left.
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All students are expected to meet
language arts standards in several
areas, such as reading, writing, listen-
ing, speaking, spelling, study and
research skills, and problem solving.

All students are expected
to meet math standards
in several areas, such as
knowing different kinds of
numbers, measurement
and problem solving.

SocialStudies

SECOND GRADE

Ask your child’s teachers or principal about these guidelines. For more information, 
see www.kcmsd.k12.mo.us/curriculum/designer/index.htm or contact the Curriculum and Instruction Department at (816) 418-7555.

How you can help
◗ Encourage your child to

read aloud to you. Suggest
books with pictures con-
nected to the story, such as
A Chair for My Mother by
Vera B. Williams, Is Your
Mama a Llama? by Deborah
Guarino and Cam Jansen and
the Mystery of the Stolen
Diamonds by David A. Adler.

◗ Play word games such as
Scrabble and crossword
puzzles with your child.

◗ Take your child to the library
once a week. Find a comfort-
able spot and read together.
Ask the librarian for help
finding books about a part
of the world important to
your child or your family.

◗ Ask your child to greet and
introduce guests in your
home.

For example,
by the end of second grade, 
your child should be able to:

◗ Describe how one form of energy, such
as electricity, can be changed into a dif-
ferent form of energy, such as heat.

◗ Understand how water moves through
the air as rain, snow, hail or fog.

◗ Know that the sun lights and heats the
Earth.

◗ Show that sound travels through some
materials, such as cloth, better than 
others, such as wood.

◗ Describe how day and night are caused
by Earth turning on its axis every 24
hours.

◗ Understand that when people try some-
thing new, they have a responsibility to
consider its impact on others ahead of
time.

◗ Recognize how the sun appears to move
across the sky during the day, rising in
the east and setting in the west.

◗ Explain how heat can melt things and
cold can freeze things.

All students are expected
to meet science standards
in several areas, including
Earth and space science,
life science, physical
science, research, and
inquiry.

How you can help
◗ Fly a kite with your child.

Ask what keeps it up in the
air and what keeps it from
sailing away.

◗ Boil water and show your
child how water rises into
the air as steam.

◗ Visit a museum or library.
Talk about how communi-
ties set aside places and
resources to share what we
know about the world.

◗ Whenever your child makes
a new discovery, praise 
him or her. Talk about 
how important it is to 
give people credit for 
their accomplishments.

How you can help
◗ Help your child use a ther-

mometer to keep a chart of
temperature changes from
day to day. Is it getting hot-
ter or colder? What hap-
pens to the temperature
when it rains?

◗ Encourage your child to
solve puzzles, such as draw-
ing a path through a maze.

◗ Ask your child to use a clock
to tell the time. Ask him or
her what time it will be in
three hours.

◗ Show your child how math 
is used in everyday life. For
instance, talk about how you

use fractions to slice a
pizza or a cake

depending on the
number of people
eating.

For example,
by the end of second grade, 
your child should be able to:

◗ Compare jobs people do in different
communities and talk about why those
jobs might be different.

◗ Define income.

◗ Use the scale on a map to figure out
about how far apart two cities are.

◗ Identify people in authority, including
parents and teachers, and talk about how
those people shape daily life.

◗ Look at how culture is influenced by
weather patterns, natural resources such
as oil and lumber, and land and water
features of an area.

◗ Describe the clothes, food and activities
of people in other parts of the world.

◗ Discuss some of the ways that transpor-
tation and communication technologies
have changed the way we live.

All students are expected to meet
social studies standards in several
areas, including government, history,
economics, geography and cultural
perspective.

How you can help
◗ Talk about buildings in your

neighborhood. Discuss why
people live in different
buildings, from tents to
skyscrapers, in other parts
of the world.

◗ Ask your child to help set a
new rule at home. Ask him
or her how everyone will
benefit. What are the con-
sequences for breaking the
rule?

◗ Challenge your child to draw
a map of his or her bed-
room, including furniture,
the door and any windows.

◗ Encourage your child to
reach out to a friend or rel-
ative in a new way. If you
usually use the telephone,
encourage your child to
send a short letter, post-
card or e-mail.
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